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run a boarding home for timber and 
mining workers in Marquette, Michi-
gan. Eventually, Elizabeth, Oscar, and 
their 11 children moved to Munising, 
Michigan, where they continued to 
work tirelessly so that each of their 
children could achieve the American 
Dream. 

Ms. Kinnunen made many sacrifices 
on behalf of her children, and two of 
her beloved sons made the ultimate 
sacrifice on behalf of our great coun-
try. Eiso Kinnunen was killed in action 
in the Battle of the Bulge in 1945; and 
shortly thereafter, in 1952, Ms. 
Kinnunen became a two Gold Star 
Mother, when Raymond Kinnunen lost 
his life in the Korean war. 

It is difficult to fathom, Mr. Speaker, 
the devastating losses Ms. Kinnunen 
endured, but we can honor her hard 
work, her dedication, and her sacrifices 
by naming this post office in her honor. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge all of 
my colleagues to vote in favor of this 
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield as 
much time as he may consume to the 
distinguished gentleman from the 
State of Michigan (Mr. BENISHEK). 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleagues from Maryland and Ari-
zona for bringing this bill to the floor. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 2223, a 
bill to name the post office building in 
Munising, Michigan, after the late Mrs. 
Elizabeth Kinnunen. 

Born in 1893, the former Elizabeth 
Lempi Paasto immigrated to our coun-
try from Finland in 1903. She came, 
like many in northern Michigan and 
throughout our great land, for freedom 
and opportunity and for a chance at 
the American Dream. She married 
Oscar Kinnunen in 1909. Together, they 
had 11 children. 

To provide for their family, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kinnunen operated a boarding 
house in Marquette, Michigan. They 
provided lodging to timber and mining 
workers in Marquette County. Eventu-
ally, they moved to Munising, Michi-
gan, where Oscar worked for the paper 
company and Elizabeth worked as a 
local cook. Mrs. Kinnunen continued to 
work to support her family after Oscar 
died in 1952 and was a faithful member 
of the Messiah Lutheran Church in 
Munising. 

Mrs. Kinnunen’s life was, unfortu-
nately, marked by tragedy in two great 
wars that defined this country. Two of 
her sons, Eiso and Raymond, were 
killed overseas defending the American 
people and our freedom. Eiso was killed 
in action during the Battle of the 
Bulge in 1945, and Raymond lost his life 
in Korea in 1952. We will never know 
the devastating grief their family must 
have suffered after such an enormous 
loss. We will also never be able to fath-
om the somber dignity Mrs. Kinnunen 
must have felt, in the words of Presi-
dent Lincoln, ‘‘to have laid so costly a 
sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.’’ 

Mrs. Kinnunen died on April 5, 1974, 
at the age of 81. While Mrs. Kinnunen 

is not a household name, her hard work 
to provide for her family and the ter-
rible sacrifices she and her family en-
dured, much like many throughout our 
country, form an important part of our 
history. Naming this post office in her 
honor is a thoughtful and lasting way 
for the community of Munising to cele-
brate her life and accomplishments. 

The City of Munising, the Alger 
County Board of Commissioners, and 
the American Legion Post 131 in 
Munising have worked for years to 
honor Mrs. Kinnunen by renaming this 
post office in her name. It is my honor 
to represent the citizens of northern 
Michigan today who have worked so 
hard to recognize the sacrifices Mrs. 
Kinnunen made for love of family and 
country. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support the passage of H.R. 
2223, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2223. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

OFFICER JAMES BONNEAU 
MEMORIAL POST OFFICE 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3534) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 113 West Michigan Avenue in 
Jackson, Michigan, as the ‘‘Officer 
James Bonneau Memorial Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3534 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. OFFICER JAMES BONNEAU MEMO-

RIAL POST OFFICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 113 
West Michigan Avenue in Jackson, Michi-
gan, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Officer James Bonneau Memorial Post Of-
fice’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Officer James Bonneau 
Memorial Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days within which to revise 

and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOSAR. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3534, introduced by 

my colleague, Representative TIM 
WALBERG of Michigan, will designate 
the facility of the United States Postal 
Service located at 113 West Michigan 
Avenue in Jackson, Michigan, as the 
Officer James Bonneau Memorial Post 
Office. 

Police Officer James Bonneau served 
in the Jackson Police Department in 
Michigan. While he was responding to a 
domestic disturbance call, he was shot 
and killed on March 9, 2010. A veteran 
with 2 years on the police force, he was 
loved and respected by his community. 
Officer Bonneau was 26 years old when 
he died doing his duty for his commu-
nity and his country. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I am very pleased to join my col-

leagues in the consideration of H.R. 
3534, a bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 113 West Michigan Avenue in 
Jackson, Michigan, as the Officer 
James Bonneau Memorial Post Office. 

James Bonneau was a native of Can-
ton, Michigan. He graduated with a de-
gree in criminal justice from Eastern 
Michigan University in 2006. James 
graduated at the top of his class from 
Lansing Community College’s Mid- 
Michigan Police Academy and subse-
quently joined the Jackson Police De-
partment. 

On March 9, 2010, Officer Bonneau 
was following up on a domestic disturb-
ance call when he was tragically shot 
and killed. 

Bonneau is survived by his parents, 
Marc and Amy Bonneau, as well as his 
fiancee, Rachael Maloney. 

Passing this bill will help recognize 
Officer Bonneau’s police service as well 
as his dedication and commitment to 
his family, the police department, and 
his community. I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote in favor of this legisla-
tion. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield as 
much time as he may consume to the 
distinguished gentleman from the 
State of Michigan (Mr. WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleagues from Arizona and Mary-
land for their support in bringing this 
forward. 

It is with a heavy heart that I rise 
today in support of H.R. 3534, legisla-
tion I introduced to designate the post-
al facility located at 113 West Michigan 
Avenue in Jackson, Michigan, as the 
Officer James Bonneau Memorial Post 
Office. 

Just after midnight on March 9, 2010, 
Officer James Bonneau was killed in 
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the line of duty as he and a fellow pub-
lic safety officer responded to a domes-
tic disturbance complaint. Although he 
later succumbed to his wounds, Officer 
Bonneau was able to call for help and 
relay information about the scene that 
saved the life of his fellow public safety 
officer who had also been shot, who I 
have met and talked to and who appre-
ciates his colleague so much for saving 
his life. 

In recognition of his exceptional acts 
of bravery, Officer Bonneau was award-
ed the Law Enforcement Congressional 
Badge of Bravery in 2011. 

b 1630 
Four years after his passing, he re-

mains in the hearts and minds of the 
Jackson community. 

The Officer James Bonneau Memorial 
Scholarship fund was named in his 
honor and helps local students who are 
pursuing a degree in criminal justice. 

A graduate of Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity with a degree in criminal jus-
tice, Bonneau went on to graduate 
from Lansing Community College’s 
Mid-Michigan Police Academy at the 
top of his class academically before 
joining the Jackson police force. 

Being an officer was a job he always 
wanted to do since he was a kid, ac-
cording to Officer Bonneau’s parents. 
To those who knew him best, he was 
described as loyal, genuine, and good- 
hearted. 

In passing this legislation today, we 
take a small step forward in memori-
alizing his sacrifice and ensurig that 
future generations remember the her-
oism of Officer Bonneau. To his mother 
and father, Amy and Marc Bonneau, 
and the rest of his family, we offer our 
sincere gratitude and condolences. 

And to his fellow officers at the 
Jackson Police Department, we thank 
you, as well, for continuing to put your 
lives on the line each day as you pro-
tect our communities. 

As Officer Bonneau’s father put it: 
It is hard to say, but at least he died loving 

what he did. That was his dream. That was 
what he lived for. 

Officer James David Bonneau gave 
his life in service to the Jackson com-
munity. We acknowledge his ultimate 
sacrifice, and we will never forget what 
he lived for—duty over self. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support the passage of H.R. 
3534, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3534. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT POST 
OFFICE 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 

(H.R. 4355) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 201 B Street in Perryville, Ar-
kansas, as the ‘‘Harold George Bennett 
Post Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4355 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. HAROLD GEORGE BENNETT POST OF-

FICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 201 B 
Street in Perryville, Arkansas, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Harold George 
Bennett Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Harold George Bennett 
Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
izona (Mr. GOSAR) and the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arizona? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self as much time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4355, introduced by 

Representative TIM GRIFFIN of Arkan-
sas, would designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 
201 B Street in Perryville, Arkansas, as 
the Harold George Bennett Post Office. 

Harold George Bennett was born in 
Thornburg, Arkansas, in 1940 and 
joined the Army in 1957 at the begin-
ning of the Vietnam war. He continued 
his service when he volunteered to 
serve in South Vietnam as a Special 
Forces adviser. In late 1964, he was cap-
tured after a fierce firefight. After his 
capture, Bennett was a prisoner of war 
for 179 days. He was executed by the 
Viet Cong on June 25, 1965, after injur-
ing an enemy soldier after his third es-
cape attempt. Bennett was 24 years old 
when he died, and he was the first 
American POW murdered in Vietnam. 
His remains have never been returned 
to the United States, but his bravery 
and perseverance will be remembered. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to 
join my colleagues in the consideration 
of H.R. 4355, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 201 B Street in Perry-
ville, Arkansas, as the Harold George 
Bennett Post Office. 

Harold Bennett was born on October 
16, 1940, in Perryville, Arkansas. Ben-
nett and his brothers served in the 
United States Army. Sergeant George 
Bennett was trained as an airborne in-
fantryman and served with the 82nd 
and 101st Airborne Divisions. 

While serving as an infantry adviser 
to South Vietnam’s Army on December 
29, 1964, he was airlifted to a village 
that had been overrun by the Viet 
Cong. Upon landing, Sergeant Ben-
nett’s unit was confronted by enemy 
forces, and Sergeant Bennett and his 
radio operator were captured. Sergeant 
Bennett was the first American pris-
oner of war to be executed by the Viet 
Cong. 

As a prisoner of war, Sergeant Ben-
nett displayed remarkable courage, re-
sistance, and devotion to his country. 
He was reportedly executed for injuring 
one of his captors during one of his 
three escape attempts. Sergeant Ben-
nett was posthumously awarded the 
Silver Star. 

Mr. Speaker, we would urge all Mem-
bers of the Congress to vote in favor of 
this legislation, and, with that, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield as 
much time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. GRIF-
FIN), my distinguished colleague. 

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of my 
bill, H.R. 4355, to designate the U.S. 
Post Office located at 201 B Street in 
Perryville, Arkansas, as the ‘‘Harold 
George Bennett Post Office.’’ 

Staff Sergeant Harold George Ben-
nett is one of Arkansas’ finest sons, 
and he dedicated his life to serving our 
country. Sergeant Bennett was born on 
October 16, 1940, in Thornburg, Arkan-
sas, a small town near the outskirts of 
the Ouachita National Forest. A grad-
uate of Perryville High School, he en-
listed in the U.S. Army in 1957. 

Sergeant Bennett served as an air-
borne infantryman with the 82nd and 
101st Airborne Divisions, where he 
earned his Master Parachute Wings and 
Expert Infantry Badge. He completed 
Special Forces training in 1963, and in 
1964, volunteered to serve in South 
Vietnam as a Special Forces adviser 
with the Military Assistance Com-
mand. 

On December 29, 1964, his unit was 
airlifted to a small village after it had 
been overrun by a division of Viet 
Cong. Immediately upon landing, Ser-
geant Bennett’s unit was confronted by 
a well dug-in regiment of enemy forces, 
and despite fighting furiously and cou-
rageously throughout the afternoon, 
his unit was overrun. Concerned for the 
safety of his fellow servicemembers, he 
twice directed American helicopter pi-
lots attempting to rescue him to stand 
down, and was captured by the Viet 
Cong. 

Sergeant Bennett spent 179 days as a 
POW and attempted to escape three 
times. During his last attempt, he in-
jured an enemy soldier, and his captors 
executed him on June 25, 1965. As a 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 13:48 Oct 06, 2015 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00018 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD14\JUL 2014\H14JY4.REC H14JY4vl
iv

in
gs

to
n 

on
 D

S
K

H
W

7X
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-25T14:00:45-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




